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Can Service-orientation and Academic-orientation Integrate Together Opportunities
and Challenges for the Education Discipline in Comprehensive Universities

YAN Feng-qiao

(Graduate School of Education/ Institute of Economics of Education » Peking University, Beijing. 100871)

Abstract; The discipline of education in a particular higher education institution has to meet the de-
velopmental needs of both the institution and the disciplinary community. To meet the need of the for-
mer, it has to take teaching and service responsibilities. To satisfy the latter, it develops research func-
tion. The dual requirements are independent while correlated. Under the mechanism of evaluation and
reputation, higher education institutions pay increasing attention to the level of academic research of de-
partments and disciplines. This results in four logics of academic, political, resource, and social that
jointly shape the formation and development of a discipline in a particular institution. On one hand, the
education discipline has a nature of strong practical and weak academic characteristics, which results in
the low academic standings of education departments in comprehensive universities. On the other hand,
these departments cannot compete with those in normal universities in terms of the scale and level of de-
velopment. What is the way out of this dilemma This paper argues that the education discipline in
comprehensive universities should take advantage of the broad scope of disciplines in such universities,
learn from other humanities and social sciences disciplines, fertilize itself by cross-disciplinary collabo-
ration, and eventually contribute to the overall development of the academic community of education
discipline.

Key words: the education discipline; comprehensive university; service-orientation; academic-orien-
tation; four logics
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