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An Empirical Analysis on the Effect of Transformation of Local Undergraduate
Colleges and Universities: from the Perspective of Student Development

WU Hong-bin' GUO Jian-ru®

(1. Institute of Medical Education s Peking University, Beijing, 100191 ;
2. Institute of Economics of Education s Peking University s Beijing, 100871 )

Abstract;: The application-oriented transformation of Local Undergraduate Colleges and Universities
(LOCU) is an important part of the classification management of higher education in China. Pervious
research on the transformation have focused on the necessity, connotation and path of the transforma-
tion, but less on the effect of the transformation. Based on the 2016 national survey data of LOCU con-
ducted by the Institute of Economics of Education in Peking University, this study conducts an empiri-
cal analysis on the effect of transformation of LOCU from the perspective of student development with
the Propensity Score Matching (PSM) method. The findings are as follows: the transformation has a
significantly positive effect on student development. Compared with the effect on student employment,
it has a more obvious positive effect on students ability and quality, especially the core non-cognitive a-
bility. Compared with the effect on students in humanities and social sciences, the transformation has
more much more influence on the development of students in science and engineering related majors.
Compared with the effect on students in private institutions, the transformation has a greater impact on
the overall ability and quality development of students in public institutions. In addition, the develop-
ment of students, especially the employment status of students is obviously affected by the features and
level of LOCU.

Key words: local undergraduate colleges and universities; transformation; student development; PSM



